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SYNOPSIS

This report documents the receipt of Depredation Report Forms from the U.S. Department of Agriculture/Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service's WILDLIFE SERVICES. The Depredation Reports had been completed by WILDLIFE

SERVICES Wild]if—regarding the depredation invesligations.compieled on January 19,
2013.

This report also documents the interview of_ was identiﬁed— for the
i Ranch, the area where Mexican gray wolf #1288 was shot. )
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (b) (6) INV #: 2013200634
Title: MEXICAN GRAY WOLF #1288 (b) (7) ( c’:) Report #: 002

DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

SA il Obtains WILDLIFE SERVICES’ Depredation Reports

On February 27, 2013, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Office of Law Enforcement
(USFWS/OLE) Special Agent (SA) contacted the U.S. Department of
Agriculture/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service’s (USDA/APHIS) WILDLIFE
SERVICES’ office in Las Cruces, New Mexico, to request copies of the Depredation Reports
which had been submitted by Wildlift spoke with

explained that the

e shooting death of a Mexican
gray wolf. agreed to provide copigs of the reports to S and suggested that
the reports be picked up the following day. S thanked for i assistance
and ended the contact.

On February 28, 2013, SA traveled to the WILDLIFE SERVICES’ office located at 1941
Copper Loop, Las Cruces, New Mexico, and obtained copies of two (2) Depredation Report
Forms with attachments (See attachment #], WILDLIFE SERVICES’ Depredation Report
Forms). The first report detailed investigation regarding the cow carcass which had
been discovered on th Ranch in Catron County, New Mexico, on January 19, 2013.
In the report, estimated the time of the death for the cow to be approximately
twenty-four (24) to thirty-six (36) hours prior to the start o.nvestigation. It was also noted
in the report that the ranch had reported seeing “wolves at.Jldgs about
one half mile from the carcass on 1-18-13.” onfirmed finding wolf tracks at this said
location. Though evidence was documented that wolves had been present near the
Ranch headquarters, could not find sufficient evidence to indicate that the cow had ™~
been killed by wolves or that wolves had been near the cow carcass. The only carnivore signs
documented by as being present near the cow carcass were that of coyotes. Based on
is i ruled the cause of death for the cow as unknown. The second report
investigation regarding the calf carcass which had been located by-thi,'w
on January 19, 2013. In this report, estimated the time of death for the
calf to be approximately two (2) hours prior to the start of Jillinvestigation. further
stated that Mexican gray wolf tracks were present near the calf carcass and thatiilfound “bite
and rake marks on the ear and rear end with corresponding hemorrhaging consistent with
Mexican Gray Wolf.” The cause of death for the calf was confirmed as a wolf depredation.

April 4, 2013, Interview of—lanch—ﬁ

On April 3, 2013, SA. contacted via telephone to request an interview
regarding the events of January 19, 2013. who had been identified
Ranch, agreed to meet with SA e following day in Quemado, New
for. assistance and ended the contact.

-
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (b)(B), INV #: 2013200634
Title: MEXICAN GRAY WOLF #1288 (b)(7)(C) Report #: 002

On April 4, 2013, SA traveled to Quemado, New Mexico, and, at approximately 1121
hours, met with: t the Largo Café located on U.S. Highway 60. SA:
identifie as a Federal agent with the USFWS/OLE and explained that§wished to
obtain some information regarding the events of January 19, 2013. agreed to
provide any information needed to S The following information was obtained from
during the course of the interview:

anch, which is located

stated that on January 18, 2013.had observed a pack of wolves near
fired several rifle shots into the air to scare the wolves away fromg
property. estimated that there were approximately ten (10) animals in the pack.
stated thatggdid not observe any radio collars on any of the wolves, though@hadn’t put
much effort into looking for collars. stated that they were easily recognizable as
wolves based on their large body sizes.

° —stated that' had discovered one (1) oi.cattle dead, to which

proceeded to report the carcass to the Mexican Gray Wolf Reintroduction Project

(MGWRP) based on the fact thal. had seen a pack of wolves near ’rcsidence the day
before. stated that the area where the cow carcass was located was

approximately one half (Y2) mile from.residence. This information was then relayed
c_for further investigation into the possible depredation.

residence.

t

e Upon _arrival at the_Ranch, showed the

location of the cow carcass in an area identified as the “Middle Pasture.’

stated that.believed had determined that the cow had been killed by coyotes
and not by wolves. andhthen proceeded to attempt to locate a calf
which had been seen the day before with injuries to its ear. The calf was later found
dead. stated that the calf hadn’t been dead for very long and was still warm
to the touch. It was during this time that: observed What.thought was a
coyote running off in the distance. bserved the canine for a short time
tmough.’riﬂe’s scope and then proceeded to shoot and kill the canine
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (b)(6), INV #: 2013200634
Title: MEXICAN GRAY WOLF #1288 (b)(7}(C) Report #: 002

stated thathad also identified the canine as a coyote, which was approximately
two hundred fifty (250) yards away from their location.

was very distraught thatﬁiad shot and killed a wolf.
stated numerous times that§ill was afraid'was going lose

tated that the wolf was very small compared to
had seen the previous day.

job over this incident.
the animals

tated that upon identifying the canine as a Mexican gray wolf,
immediately attempted to contact the MGWRP, but was unsuccessful.-ihen
roceeded to collect the wolf carcass and move it from its original location. When

did finally speak to the MGWRP,'.was told to return the carcass back to its
original location. was later advised to again collect the carcass and transport it to a
location where';-cotlld meet personnel from the MGWRP. The MGWRP personnel

would then obtain custody of the wolf carcass.

stated tha.yvas unaware of-taking any type of measurements

from the wolf carcass to compare with the injuries discovered on the calf carcass.

stated that this had been.,‘ﬁrst incident involving wolves.-funher stated that

lad never had any problems with any wolves depredating om.cattle during the time.had
worke*thhanch. stated tha'had received reports
from the MGWRP of wolves being present in Chavez Canyon, but had never seen any signs of
the animals o properties. [Agent’s Note: Chavez Canyon is located approximately two (2)

miles due south/southwest of tmanch headquarters.] S thankec-ﬁ
-fo.tooperation and ended the interview at approximately 1158 hours. B
DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECTS

No new information.

PRIOR VIOLATIONS

Prior violations previously identified in report number 001 dated 02/27/2013.
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION INV #: 2013200634
Title: MEXICAN GRAY WOLF #1288 (b)(6) Report #: 002

WITNESSES (b)(7)(C)

Special Agent

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Office of Law Enforcement

San Andres National Wildlife Refuge
5686 Santa Gertrudis Drive

Las Cruces, New Mexico 88012
(575

LAWS VIOLATED

None documented during this reporting period.
EVIDENCE

All evidence previously documented in report number 001 dated 02/27/2013.

Evidence Maintained by Another Agency:

None documented during this reporting period.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Copy of WILDLIFE SERVICES’ Depredation Report Forms with attachments (9 pages).
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(b)(6),

Depredation Report Form (b)(7)(C)

Resource Owner:

Mailing Address:

| Ranch Name:-iANCH LLC

SITE DESCRIPTION:

Nearest Town: | QUEMADO | Allotment Name (if applicable): |

Approximate Location: | MIDDLE WELL

Coordinates: | UTMN:

— -l

Elevation: | 7495 Slope %: |

Vegetative Cover: | GRASSLANDS AND PINES AND CEDAR

Topography (riparian, S. slope, bench, etc.): | MOUNTAINOUS

General Description of Area: o
BOTTOM OF DRAINAGE

WOLVES AT THAT LOCATION ON 1-18-13

NO TELEMETRY

Date Complaint Received: [ 1-19-13 | Date Investigated: | 1-19-13 @011:30
Land Ownership: | X Private | [ FS | | BLM [ | State [ | Tribal [ TOther: ]
Type of animal: | | Sheep | | Lamb | [Bull [X Cow [ [ Yearling | | Calf | | Horse | | Dog | | Other. |
Nurmber of Selected Animal: | |

Damage Type: | | Killed | | Injured [ | Harassment | [ stillbom [ X [ Other: |

Breed: | ANGUS

Ear Tag Number: | 3-7

Sex: | FEMALE

Estimated time since death or injury: | 24 TO 36 HRS

Estimated Age of Resource: | 9 TO 10 YRS

Are there other livestock in the area? | X Yes [ | No

Describe (how many, behavior, composition, distance from mortality).

50

EVIDENCE:

Detection Method: | X Report form owner | | Birds | | Other: |

Camivore Tracks Present: Mexican Wolf | X Coyote Mt. Lion Black Bear Other:

Scat Present: Mexican Wolf | X Coyote Mt. Lion Black Bear Other:
Camivores observed in area? Describe:

YEARLING WOLF WOLF TRACKS OBSERVED ONE HALF MILE FROM CARCASS ALSO RANCHER SEEN

Carcass hidden or in the open? Describe:

OPEN

SOP 11.0 Depredation Response

Attachment: 1
Page: 1 of 9
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(b)(6),

Depredation Report Form (b)(7)(C)
Carcass Covered? Yes No
Carcass Moved? Yes No
Drag marks present? Yes X No
Collard Wolves in area? Yes Xl No If Yes, then number:
Blood on Vegetation? Yes X No Describe:

Apparent point of first feeding: | FRONT QUARTERS

Percentage of Carcass Remaining

0-25%---No soft tissue, hide present, disarticulated.

26-50%--All organs consumed, all or most of quarters consumed, partial disarticulation.

51-75%--All organs and portions of the hind quarters consumed, front quarters and neck intact, articulated.

X 76-100%—some organs consumed, most soft tissue intact, skeleton articulated.

Describe any additional evidence that is discovered in the area:

Describe hemorrhages and corresponding marks seen while skinning the hide or other abnormalities (Location and type, e.g. claw
marks on right hind leg, or canine marks on neck):
NO HEMORRHAGE FOUND ON CARCASS POST MORTEM COYOTE BITES ON CARCASS

Canine spread (if applicable): mm |

Cause of Damage:
Confirmed Camnivore (list Species):
Probable Carnivore (list Species):
Possible
Accident
X Unknown
Other: |
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Were photos taken of the site? | Xl Yes | [ No [ Attached? | X Yes | [No
Was a veterinarian involved in cause of death determination? Yes | Xl No
If yes, is a veterinarian report attached? Yes | Xl No
SUMMARY OF INCIDENT (including preface and ggti cep)
ON 1-19-2013 IFT CALLED ME AND SAID THAT ON THE RANCH SQUTH
EAST OF QUEMADO CALLED AND STATED THAT: FOUND A DEAD COW ON PRIVATE LAND THAT.
THOUGHT WAS A WOLF O

I ME_AT TH NCH @ 11:30 ANDFTOOK ME TO THE CARCASS. THERE | FOUND A 9
YEAR OLD ANGUS COW THAT HAD BEEN DEAD ABOUT 24 TO 36 HRS. | FOUND COYOTE TRACKS AND SCAT

AROUND TH SITE BUT I COULD NOT FIND ANY WOLF TRACKS. THE RANCHER STATED THA ‘HAD SEEN
F\‘A:)%I;:/ES AT; DGS ABOUT ONE HALF MILE FROM THE CARCASS ON 1-18-13. | WENT TO THAT AREA AND
D WOL

CKS. ON PERFORMING NECROPSY, | FOUND THAT THE COW HAD BEEN FED ON THE FRONT
QUARTERS AND NECK AND HEAD, ALSO THE BAG WAS MISSING. I COULD NOT FIND ANY HEMORRHAGE ON
THE CARCASS. I DID FIND POST MORTEM COYOTE SIZE BITES. RULED UNKNOWN.

PHOTO LOG: CARCASS PIC 1. AND 2.

L

Attachment: 1
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Depredation Report Form

(B)(6),
®)(7)(C)

Lead Investigator: -

SOP 11.0 Depredation Response
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(b)(6),
DEPREDATION REPORT FORM (b)(7)(C)
June 2011

Resource Owner:

Mailing Address:

[Ranch Name: ([ A~CHLiC

SITE DESCRIPTION:
Nearest Town: | QUEMADO | Allotment Name (if applicable): |
Approximate Location: | MIDDLE PASTURE

Coordinates: | UTMN: [ UTML:F
Elevation: | 7898 Slope %: | spect: |

Vegetative Cover: | GRASSLAND

Topography (riparian, S. slope, bench, etc.):
JUNIPER PUSH

General Description of Area: | JUNIPER PUSH

Date Complaint Received: | 1-19-13 | Date Investigated: | 1-19-13 @015:00
Land Ownership: | X Private | [FS | | BLM | | State | | Tribal T T Other:

Type of enimal:- | | Sheep | [ Lamb | | Bull | | Cow | { Yearling [ X Calf [ [ Horse | { Dog | [Other: |

Number of Selected Animal:

Damage Type: [ X Killed | T Injured [ | Harassment { [Stilbom | [ Other: |

Breed: | ANGUS

Ear Tag Number: |

Sex: [ FEMALE

Estimated time since death or injury: | 24 HRS. INJURY 2 HRS DEATH

Estimated Age of Resource: | 9 WEEKS

Are there other livestock in the area? | X Yes [ | No

Describe (how many, behavior, composition, distance from mortality).

50

EVIDENCE:

Detection Method: | X Report form owner | [ Birds | | Other: T

Carnivore Tracks Present: | X Mexican Wolf | X Coyote Mt. Lion Black Bear Other:
Scat Present: Mexican Wolf Coyote Mt. Lion Black Bear Other:
Carnivores observed in area? Describe:

1 YEARLING WOLF

NO WOLF TELEMETRY

Attachment: 1
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L e TSR S E—

b
DEPREDATION REPORT FORM (b() )7(6)(:
June 2011 ‘ (N(C)
Carcass hidden or in the open? Describe:
OPEN
Carcass Covered? Yes X No
Carcass Moved? Yes X! No
Drag marks present? Yes X No
Collard Wolves in area? | Yes X No If Yes, then number:
Blood on Vegetation? Yes X No Describe:

Apparent point of first feeding: | REAR END AND EAR INJURY

Percentage of Carcass Remaining

0-25%---No soft tissue, hide present, disarticulated.

26-50%-—All organs consumed, all or most of quarters consumed, partial disarticulation.

51-75%--All organs and portions of the hind quarters consumed, front quarters and neck intact, articulated.

X _76-100%--some organs consumed, most soft tissue intact, skeleton articulated.

Describe any additional evidence that is discovered in the area:

Describe hemorrhages and corresponding marks seen while skinning the hide or other abnormalities (Location and type, e.g. claw
marks on right hind leg, or canine marks on neck):
There were bites and rake marks with corresponding hemorrhage on the ear, and rear end consistent with Mexican Gray Wolf,

Canine spread (if applicable): mm | 38.11MM 40.35MM

Cause of Damage:

X Confirmed Carnivore (list Species): MEXICAN GREY WOLF

Probable Carnivore (list Species):

Possible

Accident

Unknown

Other: |

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Were photos taken of the site? [X] Yes | | No [ Antached? | X Yes | [ No

Was a veterinarian involved in cause of death determination? Yes | XI No

If yes, is a veterinarian report attached? Yes No

SUMMARY OF INCIDENT (including preface and actions taken):

On 1-19-13 [ was called by IFT to investigate a possible wolf depredation of a cow at th Ranch, Southeast of
Quegiado, NM. The cause of death on the cow was determined to be unknown. A fier the investigation on the cow, the rancher said
thatqhad seen a calf on 1-18-13, which was the day before, which had a bloody ear.filsaid it was about one qu'aner of a mile
from the site where | had performed the investigation on the cow. We went to the area’and found a nine month old angus calf that
had been dead approximately two hours. We observed what turned out to be a female yearling wolf in the area. I could not receive
telemetry on any collared wolves.

On performance of a necropsy, [ found bite and rake marks on the ear and rear end with corresponding hemorrhaging consistent
with Mexican Gray Wolf. Ruled: Confirmed Wolf Depredation.

Attachment: 1
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

{ PHOTO LOG;
1.CARCASS

.
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

3.RAKE REAR END 40.39

4.BITE LEFT EAR 4035

SOP 11.0 Depredation Response

Page # 31

Attachment: 1
Page: 7 of 9




DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

(b)(8),
(B)(7)(C)

5. HEMORRHAGE REAR END

| Lead Invesn gator:_

SOP 11.0 Depredation Response
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Depredation Report Form

(b)(8),
0)(7)(C)

SOP 11.0 Depredation Response
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

PHOTO LOG;
1.CARCASS

Y

2.RAKE

38.11M REAR END
qu,
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

3.RAKE REAR END 40.39
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

(B)(6),
(B)(7)(C)

5. HEMORRHAGE REAR END

Lead lav estigator:-

SOP 11.0 Depredation Response
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Depredation Report Form

(b)(6),
0)(7)(C)

SOP 11.0 Depredation Response
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

PHOTO LOG;
1.CARCASS

-~- -
b I

2.RAKE 38.11M REAR END
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

3.RAKE REAR END 40.39

4.BITE LEET EAR 40.35
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

(b)(6),
B)(7)(C)

5. HEMORRHAGE REAR END
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Depredation Report Form

(0)(8),
(0)(7)(C)

Lead Investigato.

SOP 11.0 Depredation Response
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

PHOTO LOG;
1.CARCASS
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

3.RAKE REAR END 40.39

4.BITE.LEFT EAR 40.35

Attachment: 1
SOP 11.0 Depredation Response Page: 7 of 9

Page # 31




DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

(b)(8),
(B)(7)(C)

Lead Investigato_
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Depredation Report Form

(0)(6),
B)(7)(C)

(Cead Tovesigaror: (D —
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

PHOTO LOG;
1.CARCASS
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM
June 2011

3.RAKE REAR END 40.39
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DEPREDATION REPORT FORM .
June 2011 (b) (7) (©)

5. HEMORRHAGE REAR END

Lead Investigator: -
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